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Harrow Arts Centre: Restoring Pride Through Culture

Culture brings people together, strengthens 
communities and creates pride in the places 
we call home. At Harrow Arts Centre, this 
happens every day through the residents, 
artists, visitors and community groups who 
come together to create, learn, perform and 
connect.

As Harrow’s only professional multi-
artform venue, we play an important role in 
delivering the Council’s vision of Restoring 
Pride in Harrow. Through performances, 
creative learning, exhibitions, workshops and 
community activities, we ensure arts and 
culture remain accessible to people of all ages 
and backgrounds.

Everything we do is shaped by a commitment 
to Harrow’s communities. By providing high-
quality cultural experiences that reflect the 
borough’s diversity, we help people feel 
welcomed, represented and connected. 
Our programmes support wellbeing, 
reduce isolation and create opportunities 
for participation, learning and creative 
development.

During 2025/26, Harrow Arts Centre continued 
to thrive as both a cultural destination 
and valued community asset. From major 
performances and festivals to grassroots 
creative projects, we celebrated the talent, 
stories and cultures that make Harrow unique.

The achievements in this report reflect the 
dedication of our staff, resident companies, 
artists, partners and audiences. Together, we 
are strengthening communities, supporting 
wellbeing, nurturing talent and ensuring that 
creativity remains central to life in Harrow.

At a time when connection, belonging and 
civic pride matter more than ever, Harrow 
Arts Centre remains proud to be a place 
where creativity enriches lives, celebrates the 
diversity of our communities and helps bring 
the Council’s vision for Harrow to life. 

Great show. We took my grandson 
and girlfriend, and they knew the 
words better than us! Loved it.

The show was 
brilliant. We 
would come 
again. Very 
reasonably 
priced.



Harrow Arts Centre: Restoring Pride Through Culture

Every time we come it’s a lovely experience, gets us right in the 
spirit for Christmas. The shows are always brilliantly performed, 
the staff are lovely and it’s not far from home which is a bonus!

The show was brilliant and informative. 
Entertaining and educational, could not 
rate it higher!

Fantastic night! Laughed out loud all 
night long and much needed.”
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Our Impact in 2025/26

246
performances

and events

31,157
tickets sold for HAC 

performances with 35
sold out events

305,046 
people visited HAC -

a 6% increase from 24/25

1,032
people took part in our

participation and outreach
programme across 4
workshops & events

14,237
classes and workshops

2,486
school children enjoyed

our pantomime 

453
organisations and

individuals hired our facilities

1,257,473
engagements across all

digital channels 

£58,238
external funding secured



Where Do Our Audiences Come From?

While Harrow Arts Centre attracts audiences from across London and beyond,
65% of visitors come from within the borough. This demonstrates our continued
success in serving local communities while strengthening Harrow's reputation as
a cultural destination.

Over 2,000 audience members
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1        Belmont

2        Canons

3        Edgware

4        Greenhill

5        Harrow on the Hill

6        Harrow Weald

7        Hatch End

8        Headstone North

9        Headstone South

10      Kenton East

11      Kenton West

12      Marlborough

13      Pinner

14      Pinner South

15      Queensbury

16      Rayners Lane

17      Roxbourne

18      Roxeth

19      Stanmore Park

20      Wealdstone

21      West Harrow
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A Cultural Hub for the Community								           Investment, Improvements and Upgrades

Harrow Arts Centre is more than a venue. It is a place where people learn, create, celebrate and 
connect. As one of the borough’s key cultural assets, we provide opportunities for residents of all 
ages and backgrounds to participate in arts and cultural activities throughout the year.

During 2025/26, more than 14,200 classes, workshops and activities took place across the site, 
spanning dance, visual arts, music, drama, fitness, literature and education. From first-time 
participants to experienced practitioners, we provide welcoming opportunities to develop skills, 
build confidence and connect with others.

Our diverse range of spaces, from the historic Elliott Hall to modern studios and creative 
workspaces, enables residents, organisations and artists to come together, share ideas and bring 
projects to life.

2025/26 activity breakdown
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Investment in our facilities remains essential 
to meeting the needs of residents, artists and 
community organisations. During 2025/26, 
improvements enhanced our spaces and the 
experience of those who use them.
 

New Creative and Community Spaces
A major milestone was the completion of two 
new modular studio buildings, Weald and 
Grimsdyke. These accessible, flexible spaces 
have increased capacity for creative activity, 
community programmes and venue hire, 
providing modern environments for rehearsals, 
workshops, dance and community use.

Supporting Sustainability
Solar panels were installed on the Greenhill 
Building, helping reduce energy consumption 
and carbon emissions in support of the 
Council’s sustainability ambitions. Further 
installations are planned for 2026/27. 

Enhancing Visitor Experience
Redecoration works refreshed the Art Block, 
Dance Studio, and the Pinner, Kenton and 
Stanmore rooms, creating more welcoming 
spaces for participants, audiences and hirers.

Investing in Artistic Excellence
With support from the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund, performance lighting in Elliott Hall was 
upgraded, improving quality, efficiency and 
reliability for performers and audiences.

A Cultural Hub for the Community								           Investment, Improvements and Upgrades
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Supporting Creative Talent and Community Voices

Harrow is one of London’s most diverse boroughs, and ensuring residents feel represented 
within our cultural programme is central to our work. Through events, partnerships and resident 
organisations, we celebrate the cultures, faiths, identities and experiences that make Harrow 
unique. Events including Thai Pongal, Holocaust Memorial Day, Disability Arts initiatives, Diwali and 
Rosh Hashanah bring people together to learn, celebrate and connect.

By creating opportunities for different voices and stories to be shared, Harrow Arts Centre helps 
foster inclusion, understanding and community pride. These experiences encourage connections 
across generations and communities, helping residents feel welcomed, valued and represented.

We are proud to provide a home for artists, educators and creative organisations whose work 
reflects the communities they serve. Through performances, classes, exhibitions and engagement 
programmes, they create opportunities for residents to participate and see themselves reflected in 
Harrow’s cultural life.



Supporting Creative Talent and Community Voices

Artist Studios
Our artist studios are home to a diverse community of local 
creatives. Residents include illustrator and tutor Kerry Slack, 
ceramic artists Perviz Asaria and Sneha Doshi, and fine artists 
Humay Jairazbhoy and Mark Pook, whose work contributes to 
the centre’s vibrant creative community.

This year, we were saddened by the loss of photographer and 
resident artist June Cadogan, a valued member of the Harrow 
Arts Centre family. Through her work exploring people and 
place, June captured stories that reflected the spirit of our 
communities. She is remembered with great affection and 
gratitude.

Srishti: Nina Rajarani Dance Creations
One of the UK’s leading Bharatanatyam companies, Srishti 
continues to use Harrow Arts Centre as a base for creating 
and developing work that combines artistic excellence with 
community engagement. Through performances, workshops and 
education programmes, the company introduces new audiences 
to Indian classical dance while nurturing future performers.

Sharpe Academy
Sharpe Academy remains an important part of the Harrow Arts 
Centre community. Through professional training and classes 
for children and young people, the academy provides pathways 
into the performing arts while helping participants develop 
confidence, creativity and skills.

Together, these artists and organisations help make Harrow 
Arts Centre a welcoming space where people feel connected, 
represented and able to participate in the cultural life of the 
borough.
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Diverse and Sustainable Programming

At Harrow Arts Centre, our programme is designed to inspire, entertain and engage audiences. 
Throughout the year we present theatre, music, dance, comedy, visual arts and family events, 
bringing together acclaimed artists, touring productions and emerging talent.

As Harrow’s cultural hub, we are committed to delivering a programme that combines artistic 
excellence with accessibility. Every event is selected for its quality, audience appeal and contribution 
to a vibrant cultural offer.

During 2025/26, we continued to maximise the potential of Elliott Hall, attracting productions often 
associated with larger venues. By presenting high-quality work at affordable prices, we broadened 
access to the arts while continuing to grow and diversify audiences.

The sound quality of the 
performance was excellent 
both from instruments and 
vocals.



2025/26 Programme Highlights

Comedy
Comedy remains one of the most successful areas of our programme, attracting strong audiences 
and generating numerous sell-out performances.

Our Best in Comedy series welcomed leading comedians including Tom Davis, Marcus Brigstocke, 
Lou Sanders, Chris McCausland, Noreen Khan and Richard Blackwood. The programme’s continued 
success reflects strong audience demand and Harrow Arts Centre’s growing reputation as a 
destination for live comedy.

Music
Live music continued to be an important area of growth. Through partnerships with established 
promoters and new collaborators, audiences enjoyed performances ranging from tribute shows and 
orchestral concerts to contemporary South Asian music.

From celebrations of Elton John, ABBA and The Beatles to Bollywood-inspired performances and the 
Audentior Symphony Orchestra’s Halloween Concert, the programme reflected both audience
demand and the diversity of Harrow’s cultural offer.
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Great space. Excellent 
show for a local venue.”

Our focus remains on providing high-quality, affordable 
music experiences that attract diverse audiences and 
broaden access to culture across the borough.



Dick Whittington Pantomime
The annual pantomime was once again a highlight of the year. Following strong demand, Dick 
Whittington was extended to 43 performances and attracted more than 13,000 audience members.

Produced by Immersion Theatre, the production received outstanding feedback for its high-quality 
production and family-friendly entertainment. As a cornerstone of Harrow Arts Centre’s annual 
programme, the pantomime continues to provide thousands of local families and schoolchildren 
with access to live theatre during the festive season.

Our students loved coming to see the show, especially when the cast came 
round to talk to the students. They were very excited to meet everyone. 
Nothing we didn’t like!



Engaging Young Audiences
Developing future audiences remains a key priority. This year, our partnership with Scarlett Oak 
Theatre brought The Zoo That Comes to You to Harrow Arts Centre.

Combining storytelling, music and puppetry, the production offered an engaging introduction 
to theatre for young audiences while maintaining the high standards that define our family 
programme.

Private Hire and Community Events
Alongside our in-house programme, Harrow Arts Centre remains a popular venue for performances, 
celebrations, conferences and community events. Our mix of historic and contemporary spaces 
enables us to support a wide range of activities and contribute to the borough’s cultural offer.

Highlights included Oasiz Live, An Evening with David Baddiel and the vibrant Thai Pongal 2026 
celebrations, demonstrating the venue’s versatility and appeal to diverse audiences.

Through a programme that balances artistic ambition, accessibility and audience demand,
Harrow Arts Centre continues to enhance Harrow’s reputation as a destination for arts, culture
and entertainment.
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Celebrating Creativity Through Visual Arts

In 2025/26, HAC expanded opportunities for artists and communities to engage with visual arts 
through exhibitions, partnerships and free open-call opportunities. These initiatives provided 
accessible platforms for artists of all ages and backgrounds while strengthening connections 
between the arts centre and local communities.

A key partnership was with Harrow Giving through the presentation of the Harrow Photographer of 
the Year exhibition. The project celebrated local talent and offered photographers the opportunity 
to share their perspectives on Harrow and its communities.

To complement the Christmas pantomime Dick Whittington, the gallery launched the Cats in 
Costume exhibition callout. Children and young people were invited to create artwork imagining cats 
as colourful pantomime characters, encouraging creativity and engagement with the production.

All submitted artworks were displayed in the gallery, with selected winners receiving complimentary 
pantomime tickets. The exhibition celebrated young people’s imagination while strengthening 
engagement with schools, families and HAC’s wider programme.



Celebrating Creativity Through Visual Arts

Since April 2025, HAC’s gallery programme has delivered a 
diverse exhibition schedule supporting local artists, community 
groups and creative organisations. Partnerships with Harrow 
Open Studios, Learning Through the Arts, Headstone Manor & 
Museum, Kent House Care Home, Harrow Arts Society, U3A and 
Visual Arts Harrow resulted in exhibitions including Life in the 
1960s, What Does Harrow Mean to You?, Whispers of the Mind 
and National Day of Arts in Care Homes.

The programme also celebrated local identity through 
exhibitions such as Harrow Photographer of the Year and 
Portraits of Harrow at 60, creating opportunities for emerging 
and established artists, alongside members of the wider 
community, to share their work.

The Gallery and Art Pod hosted exhibitions by artists including 
Khilna Shah, Sonali Kosrabe, Jamil Siddiqui, Arlene Sharp, 
Jonathan Hutchins and Nishita, showcasing work across painting, 
photography, textiles, mixed media and sculpture.

Together, these exhibitions demonstrated the breadth of creative 
talent within Harrow. By balancing established and emerging 
artists with community-led projects, partnerships and open-call 
opportunities, HAC broadened access to visual arts, increased 
participation and provided valuable platforms for local creatives.
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My painting shows why I love Harrow - because 
of all the people who make it feel like home. We 
have different festivals and cultures, and that 
makes it special.



Special Feature: Celebrating Harrow’s Diamond Anniversary

In 2025, Harrow celebrated 60 years as a London borough. Harrow Arts Centre 
was proud to contribute to the celebrations through a programme of exhibitions, 
performances and creative projects that invited residents to reflect on the 
borough’s history, identity and communities.

Boiler House Festival
The Boiler House Festival returned for its third year, showcasing 
original work inspired by Harrow’s heritage, identity and 
communities.

Marking the borough’s 60th anniversary, the festival explored 
themes of place, history and belonging. Four artists and 
companies presented new work reflecting different perspectives 
on Harrow’s story, while the sell-out production Blessed in 
Harrow celebrated the borough’s Irish community through 
music, dance, storytelling and poetry.

Together, the festival offered audiences fresh perspectives on the 
people, cultures and experiences that shape Harrow today.

What Does Harrow Mean to You?
This community exhibition brought together work by around
40 artists aged 5 to 95, each sharing their personal connection
to Harrow through art, photography and creative expression.

By bringing together voices from across generations and 
communities, the exhibition celebrated the stories, memories 
and experiences that continue to shape the borough's identity.

Life in the 1960s
Created in partnership 
with Harrow Open Studios, 
this exhibition showcased 
artwork by young people 
inspired by local archives and 
memories of life in Harrow 
during the 1960s.

By connecting younger 
residents with the 
experiences of older 
generations, the project 
encouraged exploration 
of Harrow’s history while 
preserving important 
stories and memories. The 
resulting artworks offered 
fresh interpretations of local 
heritage through the eyes of 
the next generation.



Special Feature: Celebrating Harrow’s Diamond Anniversary
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Diamond Anniversary Highlights

27
events delivered 

between April and 
October

6,044 
tickets sold

3,035
people attended 

Headstone Village 
Show

8
visual arts 
exhibitions

3
digital events 

improving 
accessibility

1.26m
digital 

engagements

78%
of audiences
from Harrow

Harrow 60 Music Celebration Concert
Presented by Harrow Music Service, this special anniversary concert brought together young 
musicians from across the borough to perform a diverse programme, including newly commissioned 
works created to mark Harrow’s 60th anniversary.

The concert celebrated the talent and creativity of Harrow’s young people while highlighting the role 
they play in shaping the borough’s future.

Celebrating Harrow’s Story
Together, these projects celebrated the people, 
places and stories that make Harrow unique. 
Through creative expression and opportunities 
to explore local heritage, residents of all 
ages were invited to reflect on the borough’s 
journey over the past 60 years and strengthen 
their connection to the place they call home.



Inclusive Participation and Outreach

Harrow Arts Centre’s participation programme creates opportunities for residents to build 
confidence, develop skills and improve wellbeing through meaningful engagement with the arts. 
During 2025/26, we delivered 41 projects, engaging 1,032 participants through courses, workshops, 
exhibitions and performance activities. A key priority remains reducing barriers to participation by 
providing affordable, accessible opportunities for those who may benefit most, including families 
with SEND, carers, young people and older adults.

Super accessible, breaks added 
and pace adjusted to support 
those with SEND. All enjoyed!

Very enjoyable afternoon. Very 
engaging teacher who was able 
to teach me new stiches.



Inclusive Participation and Outreach
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Youth Theatre and Arts Award
HAC’s Youth Theatre provides a supportive 
environment where young people aged 7-16 
can build confidence, communication skills and 
creative expression. Through regular sessions, 
participants develop performance skills, 
resilience and teamwork while forming lasting 
friendships.

This year, the 
introduction of the 
Bronze Arts Award 
created a valuable 
progression opportunity, 
enabling participants 
to develop research, leadership and 
communication skills alongside their artistic 
practice. Through portfolio-based learning, 
young people reflected on their achievements 
and recognised their personal growth.

Young Creatives
The Young Creatives programme continued 
to help young people develop practical skills, 
build confidence and explore pathways into 
the creative industries. 
As a progression 
programme, it supports 
participants in taking 
the next step in their 
creative journey through 
education, employment 
or independent practice.

This year, alumni progressed into a range 
of professional and semi-professional 
opportunities, including writing, directing and 
performing in theatre productions, hosting 
public events and gaining technical theatre 
experience. These achievements demonstrate 
the programme’s role in nurturing talent and 
creating pathways into the cultural sector.

Alongside these successes, the programme 
fostered a supportive peer network, 
encouraging collaboration, confidence and 
ongoing connections beyond the life of the 
course.



Learn Harrow Funded Courses and Workshops
Support from Learn Harrow enables us to provide affordable and 
accessible creative learning opportunities for residents of all ages. 
During 2025/26, we delivered 16 funded workshops and courses 
covering visual arts, performance, photography, crafts, cultural 
activities and SEND provision.

The programme helped participants develop skills, try new experiences and build confidence 
in a supportive environment. Activities included photography, embroidery, dance, storytelling, 
printmaking, jewellery making and family learning.

A significant focus was ensuring people with additional needs could access high-quality creative 
opportunities. Working with SEND participants, families and support organisations, we delivered 
tailored workshops that prioritised accessibility, flexibility and individual support.

Feedback highlighted the positive impact of these sessions, particularly their inclusive approach and 
adaptability. In addition to developing creative skills, participants reported improved confidence, 
wellbeing and social connection.

One photography participant progressed from the course to exhibiting work in the Harrow 
Photographer of the Year exhibition, demonstrating how accessible learning opportunities can 
support artistic development and progression.
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School Partnerships
Building relationships with local schools remains an important part of our participation programme. 
Through curriculum-linked workshops and cultural experiences, we help children and young people 
develop confidence, creativity and new skills.

A highlight of the year was a partnership with artist Lucy Lardner, who delivered a workshop inspired 
by George’s Marvellous Medicine for 58 pupils from Cedars Manor School. Through hands-on 
making and storytelling, pupils developed creative skills in an engaging environment.

We also continued our popular schools pantomime programme, welcoming pupils from across the 
borough to seven dedicated performances. Free preview performances helped reduce financial 
barriers and ensured more children could experience live theatre.

Creating Opportunities Through Creativity
At the heart of our participation work is a commitment to ensuring everyone can access the benefits 
of creative engagement. Through youth theatre, SEND provision, creative learning and school 
partnerships, our programmes help people develop skills, build confidence and improve wellbeing. 
By reducing barriers and creating supportive opportunities for participation, we continue to help 
residents of all ages realise their potential and thrive.

It was a lovely activity - fun and very relaxing. 
Thank you.



PartnersPartners

Collaboration is at the heart of everything we do. We are proud to work alongside a 
wide range of partners whose expertise, support and shared commitment help us enrich 
Harrow’s cultural life and reach communities across the borough. We thank them for their 
continued collaboration throughout the year.
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Harrow Arts Centre
171 Uxbridge Road, Hatch End, Middlesex, HA5 4EA

www.harrowarts.com


